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FOOD PANTRY  
RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY
Innovative Partnership 
between Island Harvest  
and ESBOCES

After acquiring the space, shelving, equipment, and passing a 
final inspection, an Island Harvest school-based food pantry 
was approved to operate at Centereach Academic Center 
(CAC). Student Council member Paskel Gordon said, “We 
began our journey knowing that we wanted to try to do more 
to help the students, families, and community at CAC. The 
affiliation with Island Harvest, Long Island’s largest hunger 
relief organization, makes it all possible.”
A ribbon-cutting ceremony took place to thank and acknowledge 
the individuals and organizations that provided services and 
funding for the food pantry. Councilman Kevin LaValle;  
Allison Puglia, vice president of Programs and Agency Relations 
at Island Harvest; Elizabeth Notarbartolo, agency relations 
coordinator at Island Harvest; Liz Derkevics from the Town of 
Brookhaven Youth Bureau; Masera Assistant Principal Kristyn 

Kealey and Masera Learning Center Applied Behavior Analysis – Parent Teacher 
Organization representative Lisa Newcombe were honored guests. Councilman 
LaValle presented CAC with a Certificate of Congratulations on behalf of the 
Brookhaven Town Board in recognition of the grand opening of the food pantry.
Food disbursements were provided to 40 families each week since October 2014  
and over 100 holiday food boxes were presented to families between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.

     Turning the Tables  
on Hunger

Pictured left to right: Elizabeth Notarbartolo, Sue Goltz, 
Gregory Gerkens, Kristyn Kealey, Liz Derkevics,  

Allison Puglia, and Councilman Kevin LaValle pose at the 
entrance of the food pantry. LaValle presented a Certificate  

of Congratulations to CAC for the grand opening.
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
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Middle school students from Westhampton Beach Learning 
Center participated in a grant-funded art project at the 
Parrish Art Museum in Water Mill with nationally acclaimed 
artists, Steven and William Ladd. Approximately 1,100 
students from 15 schools across Long Island participated in 
this project.
The project included a guided and interactive tour by the 
brothers through their personal exhibit. The brothers coached the 
students on how to create scrolled artwork, which is featured in their 
pieces. Scrolled art is thin, cloth-like fabrics, which are hung on walls and can 
display images from various media. The students contributed to a larger 
installation at the museum with the addition of their own scrolled art. The 
collaborative project was on display during the student exhibit in February.

Students at Jefferson Academic Center (JAC) created 
a one-of-a-kind mural under the direction, and 
with the assistance, of Eastern Suffolk BOCES Art 
Teacher Paul Duran. Said Principal Christopher 
Williams, “Mr. Duran has worked with a number 
of students to paint murals on the hallway walls. 
This one was special because it represents 
diversity and the acceptance of others. All the 

students in the building signed the 
painting with their handprints.”

The students are also working with 
Mr. Duran on a hallway mural painting 
that will represent the last hundred years in history. 
JAC recently commemorated the 100th birthday of the 

building. This mural will commemorate the building’s 
100-year anniversary.

Thirteen young learners and staff members from Phoenix 
House Academic Center and Eastern Suffolk BOCES 

witnessed a professionally-staged production of the 
Pulitzer Prize winning novel, To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee at the Bay Street Theater in Sag Harbor. 
The reenactment of Lee’s extraordinary observations 
in her southern town during the Great Depression 

offered the young learners an opportunity to explore the 
meaning of courage, compassion, and respect.  Students 

learned the life lesson of refraining from personal judgment. 
The Phoenix House Academic Center provides individualized, 

structured education to male residential students and strives to empower 
students through innovative educational experiences.

WORLD HANDS MURAL REPRESENTS DIVERSITY

Steven and William Ladd take 
Westhampton Beach Learning Center art students 

through an interactive tour of their artwork that  
was on display at the Parrish Museum of Art.

Eighth grader Justice M.,  
a Patchogue-Medford UFSD student,  

works alongside Teacher Assistant Ryan Aviles.

ESBOCES STUDENTS WORK WITH 
NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ARTISTS
Students Collaborate on Installation,  
Learn about Technique

Student Artwork Decorates School Hallways

Students Explore Courage, Compassion, and Respect
LIFE LESSONS LEARNED FROM CLASSIC AMERICAN LITERATURE
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At ESBOCES, career exploration is not limited to general education 
students. Recently, a group of 32 fourth and fifth grade special 
education students from Sayville Academic Center travelled to the 
Islip Career Center for a hands-on exploration of several programs 
which included culinary arts, horticulture, and early childhood 
education. This field trip exposed young students to 
programs that they might want to study when they enter 
11th grade and possibly pursue after high school.
Four groups of eight students rotated between 
four classroom workshops to experience several 
diverse programs. These included two culinary 
mini classes (food prep and baking), horticulture, 
where students designed a holiday centerpiece, 
and early childhood education where they 
prepared a winter-themed craft.

Students at Centereach Academic Center 
are participating in activities to meet 
the requirements needed to 
achieve the New York State 
Career Development and 
Occupational Studies (CDOS) 
Commencement Credential. 
They are working side-by-side 
with employees at local retail 

stores and restaurants and 
learning new skills that will help 

them achieve their goals. Said 
Principal Sue Goltz, “These 

work-based learning experiences 
help students learn how to prepare 

food, read SKUs to stock products, scan and tag 
items, use computers, and interact with other 
employees. We are very thankful to Applebee’s, 
Petco, and ShopRite.”

WORKING TOWARD A CDOS CREDENTIAL

Fourth, Fifth Graders Participate in Workshops  
to Explore Potential Career Paths

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TOUR  
ESBOCES SPECIAL CAREER HIGH SCHOOL

Local Retailers Provide Work-based Learning Experiences

Students Explore Courage, Compassion, and Respect
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The Groomeria visited the Canine Careers 
class at Ward Technical Center recently. 
Groomeria is a dog grooming service 
located in a mobile trailer. The students 
listened to a brief lecture from the dog 
groomers, then toured the trailer to view 
the equipment and ask questions. Canine 
Careers students train for jobs in the field, 
such as grooming assistant or kennel assistant.

DOG GROOMERS VISIT WARD TECH, 
BRING THEIR OFFICE WITH THEM

Award-winning advertising agency, Austin & Williams, 
opened its doors to students from the Computer Graphic 
Arts Program at Islip Career Center. They met Rick 
Chiorando, creative officer and partner, and Henry 
Luhmann, director of production services, then played 
“guess the logo.” Afterwards, they toured the facility 
and learned about career opportunities.

The Long Island Women’s Empowerment Network, Inc. 
and ESBOCES Adult Education Center (AEC) have partnered 

to create a Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) class 
– Readiness Preparation for High School Equivalency Diploma at 

ESBOCES AEC in Brentwood.
Tania Hill, Xenia Santiago, and Inesha Pendergrass have been studying in the TASC 
class since October 2014. As they studied for their TASC high school equivalency 
diploma, they became interested in the ESBOCES Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) programs. Donna Singer, literacy program administrator, and Linda Guijarro, 
administrative coordinator, gave the students an opportunity to apply for CTE 
scholarships to help them enroll in classes. Each student wrote an essay and received a 
$300 scholarship toward tuition for attending a CTE class.
Tania and Xenia are now attending the Nail Technology Program and Inesha is enrolled 
in the Basic Business Office Technology Program. They are taking TASC classes and 
attending CTE simultaneously.

AD AGENCY MENTORS STUDENTS

PARTNERSHIPS  
EMPOWER WOMEN

Students Tour Facilities,  
Get Advice from the Pros

Students Spend Time in the Business World

CTE Scholarships Make  
Additional Education Possible
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Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) students raised 
awareness for pancreatic cancer by wearing 
purple on November 26. Purple Day is sponsored 
by the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research. The foundation is dedicated 
solely to funding pancreatic cancer research.
LPN Adult Education students also purchased 
purple bracelets to show their support. All donations 
will support research for the cure of pancreatic cancer.

LPNs STAND UP TO CANCER 
BY WEARING PURPLE

Science, Technology,

Engineering, Mathematics

STEM

The students in the Regional STEM High School of 
Engineering and Applied Science recently put their 
technical know-how to work to benefit U.S. troops 
stationed overseas in combat zones. Students learned to 
use a lathe to manufacture Freedom Pens, which are pens 
created by volunteers all over the United States. A lathe 
is a machine used to work with wood, metal, and other 
materials. After they are made, these pens are shipped to 
military personnel as a symbol of solidarity and to serve as 
a reminder of the support that exists here for them in the 
United States.
Each student learned to use the lathe to transform the 
body of the pen to create an individual design, and then 
assembled the ink cartridges and hardware. A collection of 
highly fashionable pens were shipped back to Penn State 
Industries, the online supplier of the pen material kits. 
Penn State Industries then sends the Freedom Pens to U.S. 
troops stationed overseas.

STEM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
CREATE FREEDOM PENS  
FOR U.S. SERVICEMEN
Handmade Gifts Provide Support from Home

Student Support Raises Funds,  
Benefits Research
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Nurse Assisting students at the Academy at Ward 
Tech in Riverhead ran a clothing drive 

and collected a number of cold-
weather items to deliver 

to Maureen’s Haven in 
Riverhead. Students 

spent time talking 
and singing with 
the residents, and 
provided blood 
pressure and 
cholesterol 
readings.
Maureen’s Haven 
provides shelter, 
support, and 

compassionate 
services to homeless 

adults on the East End 
of Long Island.

DELIVERING WARMTH AND  
CARE TO HOMELESS ADULTS

The Academy at Bixhorn Tech students 
attended the 2015 New York Boat Show at the 
Jacob Javits Center. While there, they were able 
to learn about new technology and industry trends in 
the marine field. In addition, students were encouraged 
to make industry contacts with the show’s vendors in hopes of 
“greasing the skids” for future employment. In some cases, the business 
owners/vendors were past graduates of the Marine and Motorsports 
Technology Program! Data that was collected at the show will also be used 
in students’ New Technology research papers.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

NEW YORK BOAT SHOW  
NEW TECHNOLOGY  
and INDUSTRY TRENDS

Download 
our new 

mobile app!

Students Provide Clothing and  
Health Services for the Needy

Students Attend Trade Show  
to Learn and Network
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The Academy at Ward Tech students competed in the 
Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association 
(GNYADA) Automotive Technology Regional 
Competition. Eastport-South Manor students  
Michael Calabrese and Carlo Loyola took second 
place out of 14 teams, earning them a spot in the state 
competition. Michael and Carlo were awarded with 
over $30,000 in scholarship opportunities to a 
variety of technical schools. Congratulations 
are also in order for the Milliken Technical 
Center students. Five students from this 
class participated in this competition and 
walked away with two additional scholarships. 
Everyone had a great time. Way to go!

IN THE WINNER’S CIRCLE
EASTERN LONG ISLAND

ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY
Find Your Future Here

Milliken Technical Center  
students, from left, include  
John Ferguson, West Islip UFSD; Dylan Betheil, 
Connetquot CSD; Adam Janiel, Middle CountryCSD;  
Teacher Steve Celeste; Juan Escobar, Rocky Point 
UFSD; and Ryan Kiesel, Connetquot CSD.

Zack Gray, a representative 
from Level Solar in 
Ronkonkoma, was invited to 
give a presentation on solar 
energy to the students in the 

trade electric, carpentry, and 
plumbing programs at Bixhorn 

Technical Center. Students learned 
how solar energy is produced and how 

solar panels are installed on residential 
homes. They also learned about greenhouse 
effect and alternate energy production.

CREATING BUSINESS 
PARTNERSHIPS

Students Carlo Loyola 
and Michael Calabrese, 

Eastport-South Manor CSD; 
alternate competitor Jonna Franke, 

Southold UFSD; and Auto Technology Teacher  
Mike O’Hara at the GNYADA winners’ circle.

Zack Gray shares  
information about solar energy  
with Eastern Long Island Academy of  
Applied Technology students enrolled in trade 
electric, carpentry, and plumbing programs.

Academy Students Place at Auto Competition

Industry Pro Visits BTC
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Premm Learning Center honored  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the Friday  
prior to the national holiday, with a 
school-wide Peace Parade. Students 
made and decorated paper doves, which 
they held throughout the event. After 
the parade concluded, students and 
staff met for a presentation highlighting  

Dr. King’s life and a 
story about the civil 
rights movement.

The students in Ms. Power’s cosmetology 
class at ICC regularly donate their 

time and skill to the seniors at 
Ockers Gardens in Oakdale. 

Many of the residents are not 
financially or physically able 
to leave the facility to receive 
cosmetology services so the 

students go there to provide 
manicures. Helping others feel 

better about themselves gives the 
students a great sense of satisfaction 

and gives them a chance to participate in 
community service activities.

Islip Career Center  
Cosmetology students  
donate manicure services to  
the seniors at Ockers Gardens in Oakdale.

REMEMBERING DR. KING
Arts and Crafts, a Parade, and Stories  
Teach Valuable Lessons
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